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Introduction 
 

The Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales (FYSTS) lists proposed timber sales on State 

Forest and State forest classified lands in the Fairbanks, Delta, and Kantishna 

Management Areas.  The schedule provides a time line that identifies the sales, their 

estimated volumes, and their general locations.  At a minimum, the Division of Forestry 

(DOF) must develop a schedule every two years.  The schedule may be written annually 

if market and stand conditions warrant a more frequent change.  It is designed to provide 

the general public, local governments, other agencies, and the timber industry a view of 

what DOF may be offering on State lands managed by Fairbanks-Delta Area Forestry for 

the next five years based on the State’s fiscal year.  The Five-Year Schedule provides a 

basis for agency and public comment and identification of issues although it is not 

developed as a decision document for particular timber sales.  The schedule provides 

DOF with a guide in considering, designing, allocating state resources, and conducting 

timber sales.  Listing a proposed sale does not mean a decision has been made to go 

forward with the sale but instead solicits input on sale planning and on particular 

concerns to be addressed in sale design.   

 

The timber sales included in this schedule are part of a management philosophy that 

ensures a sustained yield of renewable forest resources and the integrated use of forest 

lands by a myriad of users, as guided by State statutes and regulations, the Tanana Valley 

State Forest Management Plan, Yukon Tanana Area Plan, and Eastern Tanana Area Plan.  

Sales are located across a wide area of the forest land base and vary in size, species 

composition and development requirements.  Emergency salvage sales, market 

conditions, sale preparation problems, logistical constraints, funding, and other 

considerations may cause some proposed sales to be dropped or moved between years.   

 

The Division of Forestry may not offer a timber sale unless it has appeared on at least one 

of the two Five-Year Schedules immediately preceding the sale.  Sales are exempt from 

this requirement if they are 160 acres or less, salvage sales, or emergency sales in areas 

with fire, insect, or other natural threats.  It is the policy of the Division of Forestry 

however, to include all sales on at least the Five-Year Schedule preceding the sale 

whenever possible unless waiting for the schedule will cause substantial losses of 

economic value on salvage sales, allow for the spread of damaging insects, or preclude a 

local economic enterprise or forest management project that is in the state’s best interest.  

(References:  AS 38.05.113, AS 38.05.117, and 11 AAC 71.010)  

 

Reorganization in DOF’s Northern Region resulted in the combining of the Fairbanks and 

Delta Areas.  Within this document is the Five Year Schedule of Timber Sales for both 

Fairbanks and Delta.  The schedules themselves are separated and maintain their 

geographic boundaries.  In order to reflect the combined Fairbanks-Delta Area and 

synchronize the review process, they are both being presented in this document.    
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Schedule Review Process 
 

The Review Draft Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales is submitted for review and 

comment to the public and several agencies.  Comments are requested for all sales and 

detailed comments for timber sales in year one and two from: Alaska Mental Health Trust 

Authority, University of Alaska Facilities and Land Management, Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Department of 

Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Division of Mining, Land 

and Water, Division of Agriculture and the general public.  The comments are used to 

draft a Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) for those specific timber sales (AS 38.05.112).  The 

FLUP gives site specific information for each sale describing the location, estimated 

timber volume, harvest methods, reforestation plan, access, and other potential uses of the 

sale area.  A FLUP is required for any commercial timber sale of ten acres or larger.  The 

schedule followed by individual FLUPs and a preliminary finding that the sale is in the 

State’s best interest is then distributed for review by the public.  Public comments are 

considered, and revisions made to the FLUP as appropriate before a final finding is made 

that the sale is in the State’s best interest.  Sales where the FLUPs have been previously 

reviewed by the public and agencies are noted on the schedule.   

  

COMMENTS 

 

Agency and Public comments are solicited during the review period.  All of the 

comments are incorporated into the Fairbanks-Delta Area FY 2018-22 FYSTS file at the 

Fairbanks-Delta Area Offices.  These comments will be kept on file so that they may be 

considered during the Forest Land Use Planning process that will be undertaken for each 

specific timber sale proposed in the FYSTS.   
 

Sustained Yield 
 

The Alaska Land Act requires that state land be managed for sustained yield, which is 

“the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high level of annual or regular 

periodic output of the various renewable resources of the state land consistent with 

multiple use” (AS 38.04.910).  In each of the years covered in this schedule, the total 

volume of wood proposed for harvest is far below the potential sustained harvest level 

determined in the Timber Inventory of State Forest Lands in the Tanana Valley (Hanson, 

2013).  This publication indicates that the annual sustained yield levels for the Fairbanks, 

Delta, and Kantishna Management areas are approximately 11,600 acres and 21,300,000 

cubic feet.  Thus the proposed average yearly harvest for this schedule, at 2,104.4 acres 

and 5,001,076 cubic feet, constitutes less than 19% of the potential sustained harvest by 

area and 24% by volume.  Included in the acres and volume for this five year schedule is 

a long term proposed value added sale that is described below.  Not included in the 

volumes are the Over-The-Counter Sales which have been previously reviewed.   
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Annual Sustained Yield  

Management Unit  Acres Cubic Foot Volume 

Kantishna    3,050   5,540,528 

Fairbanks    4,606   8,506,488 

Delta   3,948   7,265,294 

TOTAL 11,604 21,312,310 

 

 

Annual Proposed Acres and Volume to be Sold (Including Value Added Sale) 

Fiscal Year   Acres Cubic Foot Volume 

2018      481.2        829,473 

2019   3,131.1     7,297,411 

2020   2,387.1     6,620,963 

2021   1,729.8     3,655,936 

2022   2,792.9     6,601,599 

FIVE-YEAR TOTAL 10,522.1   25,005,382 

 

 

The law, AS 41.17.230, requires Division of Forestry to develop a management plan for 

the Tanana Valley State Forest.  The management plan guides many of the Division’s 

management actions.  The FYSTS is consistent with the guidelines and direction 

established in the Tanana Valley State Forest (TVSF) Management Plan.  Some of the 

sales may be for areas outside of the boundaries of the TVSF, and are proposed on State 

owned forest classified lands; these sales are consistent with the Yukon Tanana Area Plan 

(YTAP) and Eastern Tanana Area Plan.  The TVSF Management Plan and the area plans 

are available for review at the Fairbanks Area Office.  
 

Transportation 
 

Forest access roads will be constructed to meet the State of Alaska Department of Natural 

Resources Division of Forestry Forest Road and Bridge Standard Design, the area plans 

and Best Management Practices for the Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act 

(AFRPA).  Road construction averages about 7.5 miles a year and is divided roughly 

66% winter and 33% all-season road.  Individual proposed road segments constructed 

each year are generally less than two miles in length.  Most all-season road construction 

is either spur or secondary road.  In the first two years of the schedule, the only 

significant all-season road being proposed is the access road into the Hastings Fire 

salvage area.  The other proposed road segments are primarily winter roads and shorter 

spur or secondary roads.  Most of the harvest areas will be accessed via the existing road 

network.  For any road construction, AFRPA standards will be set and enforced.  

Increased road construction may occur if the Value Added Sale is pursued.   
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Reforestation 
 

The majority of the harvested areas are reforested naturally.  Reforestation is completed 

through sale design which promotes natural seeding through seed trees, protection of 

existing saplings and pole timber during harvest operations, sale scarification, roller 

chopping where appropriate, and direct spot seeding.  Spruce seedlings are planted to 

augment the natural regeneration on specific sites when necessary.  All harvest areas rely 

on natural seeding to some degree.  Final determination of site and sale specific 

regeneration requirements will be addressed in the FLUP specific to the sale area.  All 

sale areas are examined frequently after harvest to evaluate reforestation success. 
 

 

Superior Pellet Fuels, LLC   

Long Term Value Added Negotiated AS 38.05.123 Timber sale 

 
The Alaska Division of Forestry received a request from Superior Pellet Fuels, LLC to 

provide a Negotiated Timber Sale for Value Added Processing under Alaska Statute (AS) 

38.05.123 on November 26th 2013.  A Final Best Interest Finding for this sale has been 

issued.  A draft contract has been prepared and submitted to Superior for review.   This 

sale is designed as a five-year contract of roughly 600 acres per year.  Total volume is 

approximately 140,000 green tons.  A Forest Land Use Plan has been prepared for sale 

units Standard East, Mosquito Creek, Ohio Creek and Mosquito Creek #2.   

 

Galena Village Sales 

 
The Division of Forestry (DOF) is proposing to offer for sale approximately 2,900 acres 

of white spruce, birch and balsam poplar sawtimber and fuelwood from state lands within 

Township 8 South, Range 9 East,  Kateel River Meridian, roughly 2 ½ miles northwest of 

Galena, Alaska.  A request for timber sales has been made by the village to DOF to 

supply a wood chip fired boiler that is being installed in the Galena Interior Learning 

Academy.  DOF would sell the timber either as a competitive or negotiated sale for 

commercial use.  Land Classification Order No. NC-16-001 has been approved by the 

Division of Mining, Land and Water for this area, allowing for a forestry and wildlife 

habitat co-primary surface use. 
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